This study examined whether phrasal prosody can impact toddlers' syntactic analysis. French noun-verb homophones were used to create locally ambiguous test sentences (e.g., using the homophone as a noun: [ Although both sentences start with the same words (le-bebe-/suʁi/), they can be disambiguated by the prosodic boundary that either directly precedes the critical word /suʁi/ when it is a verb, or directly follows it when it is a noun. Across two experiments using an intermodal preferential looking procedure, 28-month-olds (Exp. 1 and 2) and 20-month-olds (Exp. 2) listened to the beginnings of these test sentences while watching two images displayed side-by-side on a TV-screen: one associated with the noun interpretation of the ambiguous word (e.g., a mouse) and the other with the verb interpretation (e.g., a baby smiling). The results show that upon hearing the first words of these sentences, toddlers were able to correctly exploit prosodic information to access the syntactic structure of sentences, which in turn helped them to determine the syntactic category of the ambiguous word and to correctly identify its intended meaning: participants switched their eye-gaze toward the correct image based on the prosodic condition in which they heard the ambiguous target word. This provides evidence that during the first steps of language acquisition, toddlers are already able to exploit the prosodic structure of sentences to recover their syntactic structure and predict the syntactic category of upcoming words, an ability which would be extremely useful to discover the meaning of novel words.
Introduction
Learning word meanings can be a very complex task for toddlers during language acquisition. In their daily life, toddlers need to extract word forms from the speech stream and associate them with possible meanings in their environment. But what kind of information can children use when they need to identify the meaning of a novel word? The syntactic bootstrapping hypothesis (Gleitman, 1990; Landau & Gleitman, 1985; see also Fisher, Hall, Rakowitz, & Gleitman, 1994; Fisher, 1996) proposes that having access to the syntactic structure of sentences can help children to discover the meaning of novel words. According to this hypothesis, syntax can serve as a ''zoom lens" to help learners figure out which part of the world is being talked about, and hence to identify candidate meanings for novel words. In other words, the range of syntactic environments in which a given word occurs can be informative about its meaning (see Gillette, Gleitman, Gleitman, & Lederer, 1999) .
In the simplest case to illustrate this idea, it has been shown that around the age of two, children are able to learn that a novel word such as ''larp" refers to an action, when listening to sentences in which it appears as a verb, as in ''He is larping that"; but when exposed to sentences like ''This is a larp" in which ''larp" appears in a noun position, they learn that ''larp" refers to an object (e.g., Bernal, Lidz, Millotte, & Christophe, 2007; Waxman, Lidz, Braun, & Lavin, 2009 ). This suggests that children exploit the syntactic frames in which novel words occur to infer their possible referent. Going further, it has been shown that toddlers can also learn that a novel verb such as ''blicking" refers to a causal action between two participants when listening to transitive sentences such as ''She is blicking the baby", but they do not make the same inference when listening to intransitive sentences such as ''She is blicking" (Yuan & Fisher, 2009; Yuan, Fisher, & Snedeker, 2012 
